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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
After the research in the programming stage, there are some 
very important issues or constraints that should be considered and 
can become the opportunities of the design. 
1. Wong Tai Sin Temple, as a religious and a cultural institution, is 
apowerful symbol that enhances a strong Chinese cultural identity 
for its worshippers and public alike. Even within the dense 
urban setting, the temple has become an important and a well 
known tourist attraction. Therefore, the design of thq 
development should be coherent with the temple complex. 
MTR is the major transportation system carrying visitors to thd 
site. A better connection of MTR station and the temple cad 
benefit the tourist attraction area. It is possible to start th( 
j oumey of Chinese religious culture from the Wong Tai SinMT 
station. 
2. 
3, Connected to the MTR station is a pedestrian pathway that 
cuts through the site and provides access to the housing estates 
along the northern edge. The accessibility should be 
maintained to provide convenient passage for the residents. 
This pathway should be coherent with the overall design and 
should not interfere the activities of the tourists. 
4. The location of the site is in a high density urban disfrict. The air 
and noise pollution from the nearby hi^way may disturb the 
meditation and other activities that need a quiet environment. 
The position and the design of the quiet activities should 
considered in terms of the impacts of the disturbance from 
outside. The articulation of public/ private spaces is critical to 
the development In the development and planning stages, it is 
necessary to understand this transition so that public access and 
noisy activities can be better maintained in public spaces to 
allow private spaces for meditation and other quiet activities. 
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.0. BACKGROUND 
.1. Client 
The client of the project is Sik Sik Yuen which is a religious and 
charity organization. It provides affiliated free medical service 
and the educational facilities to the elderly and the young. 
The administration system of Sik Sik Yuen is organized as a 
charily organization in Hong Kong. The financial support relies onl 
private funding and government grant. It is managed by a board 
of directors which members include government officers, 
representative of other charity groups and Taoist priests. 
Need 
In this case I am the project architect employed by th, 
organization, Sik Sik Yuen (the owner ofWong Tai Sin Temple) 
to design the education centre and the guest house, and the masteii 
plan of the tourist cultural attraction area as the alternative to the 
government's proposal. 
Since the government's proposal is still in a preliminary stage, it is 
possible to search a better proposal of the tourist cultural 
attraction area. The board of directors of Sik Sik Yuen hopes that 
the new development will have a better integration with the temple. 
Therefore, the organization employs me to propose an alternative 
master plan of the new development to the government 
Therefore, the project focuses on: 
1) the master plan of the 45,200 sq.m site that includes Wong 
Tai Sin Temple (19,500 sq. m) and the new tourist cultural 
attraction area (25,700 sq.m); 
2) the design of the Education Centre for Chinese Religions in-
side the tourist cultural attractions area; 
3) the improvement ofthe conditions of existing temple to fulfill 
the needs of a tourist attraction area. 
4) the integration of the development area into the Wong Tai 
Sin Temple in terms of urban design aspects that include linkages to 
the surroundings. 
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Location Plan 1:10000 Site Plan 1:2500 
Master plan of 
government proposal 
of Wong Tai Sin Tourist 
Cultural Attraction 
A tourist cultural attraction of Hong Kong is planned in the 
area which it will associated with the existing Wong Tai Sin Temple, 
a Taoism temple. The project will provide a further 
understanding of special '"Hong Kong Chinese religious culture' 
to visitors through facilities provided. 
The Hong Kong government proposes thej 
redevelopment of the eastern part of Upper Wong Tai Sin 
Estate and the clearance of the adjacent squatter area, 
approximately 32000 sq. m in size. The government suggests the] 
following facilities: 
1) Tourist cultural attractions; 
It includes -museum, 
-tourist shops, 
-possible expansion of the temple 
2) A hotel; 
3) Public garden; 
4) Government/ institution/ community (G/IC) facilities 
It includes -a town hall; 
-a public library. 
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Project Brief 
1.3.1. Original Government Proposal 
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1.3.2. Evaluation of the Original Proposal 
The original government proposal gives a preliminary outline 
of the future development of the tourist attractions. After further 
study of the proposal, the following evaluations are suggested to 
improve the project: 
1. Extend to south 
An area at the south ofWong Tai Sin Temple is originally plannedT 
for public housing. It falls inside the development in ternid 
of access to the temple and shape and topology of the land It is 
very logical that the site of this project should include the area inl 
about 3500 sq. m. 
2. Rearrange the layout 
The proposed master plan of the development 
independent and do not have any linkage to the temple and th 
surrounding facilities. The design is also not in harmony wi 
the scale and the Chinese traditional style of the temple. 
3. Modify the facilities 
The proposed museum is intended to promote a better 
understanding of “Chinese religious culture" to the tourists and 
public. In promoting this understanding, an education centre 
for Chinese Religions is proposed. With the convenient 
transportation system, there is a suitable place for the centre. 
Visitors can also meditate for a few days in the facilities 
provided to understand more about the religious thoughts. 
Therefore, the original proposed hotel facility is suggested to 
modify to a meditation guesthouse. 
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Site plan (1:3000) 
showing the site 
boundary and the 
suggested extended site 
1.3.2. Evaluation of the Original Proposal 
Therefore, the development (55,000 sq. m) includes: 
Tourist cultural attractions (45,200 sq.m) 
1) Improvement of the Temple 
2) Education Centre for Chinese Religions 
3) Meditation Guest House 
4) Museum of Chinese Religions 
5) Tourist Shops 
6) Restaurants 
7) Public Landscape Garden 
8) Tour Bus Parking Area 
Government/ institution/ community (G/IC) facilitie 
(9800sq.m) 
9) Town hall 
10) Public libraiy 
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1.4. Sources of Finance 
1.4.1. Education Centre and Guest House 
The education centre and guest house are not the educational or 
social welfare items of Hong Kong Government It is not possible 
to apply grant from government like the schools or elderly centre 
organized by Sik Sik Yuen. In fact, it is one of the focal point of the 
tourist cultural attraction. It is possible to obtain financial support 
from government through Hong Kong Tourist Association and also 
to obtain the "granted land" for development. The remained 
expenditure of the construction is from private flmd through Sik Sik 
Yuea 
The facilities are operated and managed by Sik Sik Yuen. The 
running cost, daily service charge and maintenance cost of the 
facilities are pay by the revenue from the guest house. Deducted the 
income tax and land revenue to government, the remained income 
will put into a Research Foundation. 
1.4.2. Other Facilities in Tourist Cultural Attraction 
The other facilities in the Tourist Cultural Attraction are 
developed by Urban Council like Hong Kong Park or Kowloon 
Park. The construction cost of the museum, tourist shops, 
restaurants, tour bus parking and landscape garden is completely 
pay by Urban Council. 
The fecilities are also operated and managed by Urban Council. 
The running cost, daily service charge and maintenance cost of the 
facilities are pay by government. The revenue from the rental shops 
and restaurants will put to the account of the Council. 
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5. Users 
All of the facilities are opened to the public and welcome to the 
tourists. Users can be categorize into several types: 
Frequent worshippers, who visit the temple at least twice a month, 
at the first and the fifteenth day of the lunar months, will mainly visit 
the temple and may not use other facilities; 
Foreign tourists, who visit the temple as a tourist attraction, need to 
take photo and buy souvenirs; 
Local visitors, who may or may not be worshipper, are similar to 
the foreign tourist; 
Students and teachers of the Education Centre most of them are 
part-time. 
1.6, Site Context 
1.6.1. General Information 
Photo A 
Site Photo 
Wong Tai Sin Temple is located at the northern part of 
Kowloon and standing on the south slope of the soaring Lion Rock. 
The temple faces south towards a heavy loaded highway. 20-
stories high public housing blocks at the other three sides. As in the 
govermnent proposal stated, the eastern part of upper Wong Tai 
Sin Estate will be demolished and will be developed into touris 
cultural attractions. The site is at the east of the temple and has 
about 32000 sq.m. 
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1.6.2. Issues of the Site 
Site Section 
1. General - The dense concentration of pedestrians and 
insufficient pavement widths, together with loading and 
unloading of vehicles at kerb side, and high traffic volumes, all 
combine to create congestion and a generally poor 
environment for residents and pedestrians. 
2. Hidden landmark - The urban form is dominated by dense 
public housing blocks which are often of uniform design. The 
characters of Wong Tai Sin Temple as a visual landmarks 
and community focal points are lost. There is a lack of 
coherent architectural forms and visual appearancej 
between the temple and public housing block. 
3. Topography of the site _ The elevation at north is higher than 
that at south at about 10m. The west part of the site that is th 
temple is on a gentle slope down to the south. The east part o 
the site that is the existing housing block is on a flat land with 
high wall at north. 
VA 
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Highway at south _ Major interurban transport corridors domi-
nate the cityscape. The site is exposed to noise and air pollution 
from heavy traffic along Lung Cheung Road. It also makes 
pedestrian mobility difficult and unpleasant. The main pedes-
trian pathway crossing the road is through MTR station. 
Pedestrian access to site - Most of visitors go to the templeT 
by MTR and also most of residents travel by MTR. So the maiiJ 
access to the site is from exits of MTR station to the temple and 
to the adjoining housing estates. At present, a pedestrian^ 
walkway cut through the site into two parts. 
Vehicular access to site - The traffic of the highway at soutl 
is separated from the local traffic of the site. Vehicles arrive 
from the road at north and northeast comer. 
I . • - I » 
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Diagram of Pedestrian 
and Vehicular Circulation 
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1.7. Planning (statutory) constraints 
The existing building at the site of proposed tourist cultural 
attraction is a housing block of Upper Wong Tai Sin Estate at the 
east of Wong Tai Sin Temple. The site area is 25,500 sq. m. It 
abuts on three roads which are Lung Cheung Road at south, 
Shatin Pass Road at East and Wong Tai Sin Road at north. 
1.7.1. Outline Zone Plan 
According to "Tsz Wan Shan, Diamond Hill and San Po 
Kong Outline Zoning Plan S/Kl 1/6(1994)”, land use of the 
caption site is “R(A) "Residential (Group A)” Uses that always 
permitted (Column 1) and uses that may be permitted with or 
without conditions on application to Town Planning Board (Col-
umn 2) are stated in Appendix. 
The proposed facilities are fall on the following categories: 
Proposed Facilities Type of Uses Classification under OZP 
1) Museum 





4) Education Center Religious Institution 
5) Guest House Hotel 
6) Tour Bus Parking Public Car Parking 
7) Landscape Garden Place of Recreation 
R(A) Column 2 
(lower 3 floors) 
R (A) Column 1 
(floors above) 
R (A) Column 2 
(lower 3 floors) 
R (A) Column 1 
(floors above) 
R (A) Column 2 
R(A) Column 2 
R (A) Column 2 
R(A) Column 2 
R(A) Column 2 
Under section 16(l)(d) of the Buildings Ordinance, the 
Building Authority may refuse to give its approval to any plans for 
building works which would contravene any approved or draft 
plans prepared under the Town Planning Ordinance. Most of the 
proposed facilities are "column 2" uses, an application for plan-
ning permission from the Town Planning Board is required. The 
Board in this case may either refuse the application or grant 
permission, with or without any conditions. 
P.il 
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• Planning (statutory) constraints 
1.7.2. Lease Conditions 
The existing building at the site of proposed tourist cultural 
attraction is a housing block of Upper Wong Tai Sin Estate 
constructed and managed by Housing Authority. Property of 
Government Body does not have "lease" as private owners. So 
there is not any existing lease condition in this case. 
A new lease will be set up between government and Sik 
Sik Yuen for the "granted land" with new conditions and minimum 
land revenue. 
P. 12 
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1.8. Design Objectives 
The mission of the project is to preserve and integrate Wong Tai Sin 
Temple architecturally, religiously and spatially into the overall 
development of tourist attraction area. The over all design should 
allow users and visitors to experience the emotional and inspiring 
ambience of the Chinese religious culture. 
In the project, the design will focus on the Education Centre 
of Taoism and the meditation guest house. The design of the 
buildings should provide an educative and a meditative 
environment in which the noble doctrine of the religion can be 
studied and explored. 
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2.0. MASTER PLAN OF TOURIST ATTRACTION 
2,1. Design Philosophy 
The proposed development is the tourist facilities and an education 
centre which associated with the existing Wong Tai Sin Temple t o _ 
create an inspiring environment to the visitors. 
Sm 
The master plan design is tried to resemble the Chinese traditionalH 
garden. This simulation is not straightly followed any typical style o f M 
Chinese garden. The design should try to capture the common| 
characters of traditional Chinese garden. 
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2.2. Planning Strategy 
2.2.1. Zoning 
Concept; 
In Chinese tradition architecture, main entrance is located at thd 
south and the important accommodations at the north. Thei 
characters of the activities in the development, worship, tourism j 
education and meditation are quite different. Education and 
mediation are closer. Therefore, three kind of activities need to bd 
coherent to each other. This project is the development of a touristi 
cultural attraction. The tourist facilities are the core of thd 
development to support the temple and the Education Centre ard 
the supporting element. The characters of these two elements are 
different. The ritual activities in the temple is dynamic and noisy while^ 
education and meditation are quite static and quiet They are better 
located in different areas. 
Solutions; 
The existing temple at the northwest of the site, the Education 
Centre and the Guest House at the northeast, the tourist facilities at 
the middle and the main entrance at the south. The "two poles" 
situation of the main body, the temple, and the new element the 
Education Centre and the Guest House create a balance layout. 
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The existing public access between MTR station and the public 
housing at the north is preserved. The public can go through the two 
gates and the tourist cultural attraction area to the MTR station. The 




In Chinese traditional architecture, main entrance at south end of 
the site, and a rear entrance at the north. Before entering the gates, 
a tiny open space and pathways fully shaded with trees are 
provided to give people chances to prepare their mind and spirit. 
Solutions; 
The two entrances of the Tourist Cultural Attraction Area are at thd 
north and south edges of the site. The north gate which is accessed 
from Wong Tai Sin Road, is set back to 5 m and drop down 4n\ 
from the road. Visitors either go through a pathway or steps to| 
arrive at a threshold before entering the north gate. 
The south gate is closed to Lung Cheung Road, but visitors camiotl 
access directly from the heavily polluted Lung Cheung Road. The 
south gate is sunken to 9m from the road to the same level ofthe 
concourse of Wong Tai Sin MTR station. Visitors once leave the 
concourse, they will arrive at a plaza and can see the yellow roof of 
Wong Tai Sin Temple at the northwest direction. The plaza is the 
buffer area between MTR station concourse and the tourist cultural 
attraction area. People can wait for their friends there to prevent 
from overcrowding at the MTR concourse. The plaza is also 
comectedtothetourbusparldngareaandmimbus terminal. Tourist 
by tour bus can also see the temple roof at the plaza before they 
enter the south gate. 
From observing the existing situation, we recognize that most ofthe 
visitors go to Wong Tai Sin Temple by MTR. Therefore the major 
entrance is the south gate. It fulfills the tradition of Chinese 
architecture. 
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2.2.2. Pedestrian Access 
The site is surrounded by three road at north, south and east sides. 
The traffic capacities ofWongTaiSinRoad at north and Lung Cheung 
Road at south are very high. Especially, Lung Cheung Road is thd 
main highway in Eastern Kowloon, it is not suitable and possible td 
have an access there. Therefore, all vehicles are planned to ented 
the site at the east through Shatin Pass Road which originally is d 
dead-end road and the traffic is not so heavy. The road are blanched 
out into two: one route to the tour bus parking area, mini busl 
terminal and public parking area below the proposed town hall 
facilities and another route to the loading / unloading area and 
drop-off area of the Education Centre. 
2.2.3. Vehicular Access 
Concept; 
The disturbance from vehicles should be minimized. Too much 
traffic inside the site will disturb the atmosphere of the place. The 
vehicles should be restricted at the edge of the site. 
Solutions: 
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mm^M 
From the above assumption, the major accommodations of the 
development, the Education Centre are located at the north side of 
the site. The south side is planned to be a leisure garden and other 
tourist facilities such as retail shops and restaurants, to reduce the 
affection of noise to the Education Centre. 
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The noise level is proportional to the traffic load At present, Lim^ 
CheimgRoad at the south generates the highest level of noise to the 
site, compared to the other three sides of the site. 
After the development is accomplished, the traffic capacities of the 
roads at north and east will almost be the same but it is still believed 
that the traffic capacities is lower than that at Lung Cheung Road, 
so do the noise level. 
2.2.4. Noise Treatment 
Concept; 
One of the objectives of the design is to create a peaceful and quiet 
environment. The site is located in a high density urban area. Noise, 
mainly generated by traffic, will disturb the atmosphere of the place. 
The location of important buildings should be far from noisy areas. 
Solutions: 
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Concept: 
The landscape design of the development is tried to recall the spirit 
of Chinese traditional landscape gardens. The development tries 
to create a rural atmosphere in an urban context. The design should 
express the idea of "unity of human and nature". The characteristics 
of traditional Chinese garden such as level changing, layering 
perspective changing, integrated with water feature, etc. 
o 
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2.2.5. Landscape 
Solutions; 
The position of the existing temple and the new Education Centre 
are planned to make visitors feel that the important facilities are 
located at the top of the hill. The entrance is at the bottom. Visitors 
should go up the hill to the sacred places. A series of gardens in 
different sizes are linked together. 
Visitors once arrive, they can see the yellow roof of Wong Tai Sin 
Temple at the northwest hill top. Visitors then walk through the 
"forest" and the sloped walkway to prepare their mind to worship. 
In order to generate such feeling, the south side ofthe site is planned 
to excavate down to 9m deep to build a "sunken" garden to meet 
the level ofMTR station concourse. Then the level change from the 
MTR exit to the place of worship will be 18m. 
P. 19 
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Solutions; 
The existing public pathway in the north-south direction is preserved. 
This public pathway integrated with the major circulation of the 
development forms the north-south pathway. 
The 9m level different between the north upper part and the south 
"sunken" plaza is connected by a big ramp. The circular ramp form 
a node of all circulations inside the development. All visitors are 
collected in the circular ramp first and diverted to their destinations. 
The circular ramp is similar to a human's life cycle, go up and down 
and have different destinations to choose. 
The north-south pathway and the circular ramp form the major part 
of the circulation system. It is associated with two east-west 
walkways which are at the north side connecting the temple and the 
Education Centre and at the south side connecting the tour-bus 




Simple and clear circulation system should be used. However, the 
circulation should have the effect of changing perspectives to create 
an interesting feeling during the journey. 
-V 
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2.3. Design Proce! 
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2,3. Design Process 
Master Plan Date : Feb., 1998 
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3.0. DESIGN OF EDUCATION CENTRE 
3.1. Design Philosophy 
The Education Centre and Guest House are the supporting 
facilities of the temple as a tourist cultural attraction. The 
architecture of the new development should resemble the Chinese 
traditional architecture in the layout, form, materials and the spirit. 
The design of the building is simulated by Chinese traditional 
courtyard house. By using new materials and construction method, 
the building should allow visitors to experience the emotional and 
inspiring ambience of the Chinese religious culture in the modem 
society. 
P.25 
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3.2. Planning Strategy 
3.2.1. Zoning 
The nature of the activities in the centre are different. Lecture 
theatre, book shop and cafe are very public. Classrooms, library 
and administration office are semipublic. Guest house is private. The 
facilities are arranged according to the nature to divide into three 
zone. The public zone is located at the west where the main 
entrance is. The private zone is located at the east while the 
semipublic zone is at the middle. 
I ; 
P.26 
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3.2.2. Microclimate 
Concept; 
The planning strategies of Chinese architecture demonstrate the great 
concerns and sensitive responses to the nature and the climate. The 
new development will try to maintain the spirit. 
Solutions; 
The major elevation of the centre is in north-south direction. East 
and west sunlight penetrated into the building is minimised. Three 
courtyard gardens are created in between three parts of the centre. 
The green plants have cooling effect and can provide shading. 
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3.2.3. Landscape 
Concept; 
Each courtyard shouldhave different characters. Visitors can realised 
the nature of each zone by the character of the courtyard garden. 
Solutions: 
Three courtyard gardens are built in between three parts of the 
centre. Due to the nature of the three zones. The ambience of the 
three courtyards are different. From west to east the character 
changes from public to private. 
The west courtyard is connected to the north plaza. There is no 
formal separation between the courtyard and the plaza. The paving 
and the feeling of the courtyard is extended out to the plaza. The 
area of soft-scape is minimised to have spaces for the visitors to 
waits for friends. The number of trees is planted for just enough to 
provide shading for the visitors. 
The middle courtyard is designed as a garden for the students of the 
centre. Some tables and chairs under shading are provided in the 
garden. The area of soft-scape and plants are relatively larger than 
the west courtyard 
The east courtyard is very quiet in nature. It provides a tranquil 
spaces before entering the guest house. The hard-scape area is 
minimised and scattered around. Trees and bamboo are planted all 
overthe garden. A fish pond and few blanches are built inside the 
garden to create a peaceful and pleasant environments. 
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The circulation system should resemble those of Chinese tradition 
courtyard houses. Courtyards are the nodes of the circulation 
system. 
Solutions: 
The circulation system of the building is divided into two 
independent parts. Two parts have independent vertical system. 
The only connection of the all the three zones are through the 
courtyards. The public and semipublic zones are linked together 
while private zone is separated. Two elevators and the major 
staircase of public and semipublic zone are located near the west 
entrance. One elevator are located at the east end for the private 
zone. The corridor on the upper level of public part is not 
connected to the private zone. A side entrance is located at the 
southeast of the private zone. Users of private zone can either go 
through the three courtyards or go from the southeast entrance to 
the private zone. 
P.29 
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3.2.5. Pedestrian Access 
The main entrance of the Education Centre is at the north plaza 
where is in between the existing temple complex and the Education 
Centre. There are other entrances at the south to the loading/ 
unloading area and at the southeast which is the entrance of the 
guesthouse. 
3,2.6. Vehicular Access 
Vehicles are planned to enter the site at the east through Shatin Pass 
Road The road will blanched out into two: one route to the tour bus 
parking area, mini bus terminal and public parking area belowthe 
proposed tovm hall facilities and another route to the loading/ 
unloading area and drop-off area of the Education Centre. 
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3.3. Design Process 
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3.3. Design Process 
Date: Feb., 1998 
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3,4. Environmental Issues 
m W 
3.4.1. Lighting / Daylighting 
Natural lighting are highly recommended to used instead of artificial 
lighting in day time. Most of the rooms are designed to have two 
sides glazing at the north and south direction. Skylight is provided at 
the upper level to maximise the penetration of daylighting. 
/ J 
• •• . • 
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3.4.2. Natural Ventilation /HVAC 
All rooms of the centre are air-conditioned. The design of the 
centre provide an alternative choice for ventilation to the users. Since 
most of the rooms have windows at both sides, cross ventilation 
can achieve. Users can choose to switch off the fan core and open 
the window at both sides. The room can be ventilated naturally. 
The mechanical ventilation system are divided into four zones. Zone 
one includes all rooms and the supporting facilities of the guest house. 
Zone two serves library and administration offices. Zone three 
provides ventilation for all classrooms while zone four for the 
lecture theatre and the book shop. Each zone has independent AHU. 
Zone one and two have their own chillers and zone three and four 
share the same chiller. 
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Religions 
3.5. Structure and Material 
The building is supported by two-way concrete post and beam 
system and metal roof sit on top. The supporting member of the 
roof is mild steel and the top finish is aluminium corrugated sheet. 
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INTRODUCTION 
Chinese architecture has a very long history. Western 
influence began to filter through Chinese building practice in the 
second half of the 19th centuiy. After the fall of the Qing Empire, 
western-style architectural practice became firmly established in 
our country, signaling a final break with the long traditioa 
As a colony for more than one and a half century, the 
influences from western culture are extremely greater than any other 
places in China. Supporting by the diligence of Hong Kong people 
and advanced technology and skill from the west, HongKongf 
become one of the most important cities in the world Architecturd 
in universal style dominates the skyline of the city. These symbolizd 
civilized, modem, wealthy and all the ideal things that a society 
must achieve. In 20th century, people believe in science and 
technology. The truth is that we cannot go back and live withou 
technology. 
The question is: can modem architecture have their o 
cultural identities? The answer is absolutely positive 
another question is: “How” The objective of this thesis is to 
to find a correct way that can capture the spirit of traditiona 
Chinese cultural and that can integrate it into modem architec 
language. 
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2. BACKGROUND 
2.1. Historical 
British people have governed the colony for more than one 
and a half century. However, the close linkage to mainland China 
and huge amount of refugees assist to maintain the tradition. The 
refuges brought their knowledge, money, skill and also original 
Chinese culture to Hong Kong. 
The Wong Tai Sin Temple was primarily established in Hong 
Kong in 1921. However its origin can be traced back to 1915 
when a Taoist priest, brought the sacred portrait of Wong Tai Sin to 
Hong Kong with the view to disseminate the teachings and 
original school of thoughts of the founder. The number offollowersl 
then started to grow up. The existing temple complex was built 
Sik Sik Yeim, a religious and charity organization. 
In 1960s government began to develop high density publid 
housing in Wong Tai Sin district. The government suggested tol 
re-locate the temple at that time, but the proposal was refused by 
Sik Sik Yuen, owner of the temple, and the followers. So the tempi 
is now surrounded by public housing. The housing estates and th 
temple have been exposed to noise and air pollution from heav^ 
traffic and high density. The temple and the public housing provided 
extreme contrast of architectural styles for 30 years. 
Re-development of old urban district presents an 
opportunity to decongest and restructure the area and improve the 
setting of Wong Tai Sin Temple, which has become one of the Hong 
Kong major tourist attractions. The Hong Kong government 
recently employed a private consultant to study the strategy of 
redevelopment of Central and East Kowloon. In "central and East 
Kowloon Development Statement, the consultant's report 
proposes the redevelopment of the eastern part of upper Wong 
Tai Sin Estate and the clearance of the adjacent squatter area. The 
report suggests the following facilities: 
1) Tourist cultural attractions; 
It includes -museum, 
-tourist shops, 
-possible expansion of the temple 
2) A hotel; 
3) Public garden; 
4) Govermnent/ institution/ community (G/IC) facilities 
It includes -a town hall; 
-a public library. 
p l e B 
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2.2. Cultural 
Hong Kong Chinese traditional culture, to a certain 
degree, is separated from western modem culture. This means that 
the traditional culture and habit are parallel to and can coexist with 
modem living style. They do not disturb each other. People can 
worship their deities in old temple adjoining to busy commercial 
high-rise building. 
The traditional festivals are still the most important dates in 
their calendars. People believe in science and technology, and Fung 
Shui at the same time, to improve their life. When they need td 
make significant decision, they will ask the deities for help througW 
the supernatural process like “stick draw" in temples. 
Wong Tai Sin deity is famous for its supernatural power id 
helping the worshippers to realize their fliture. On Chinese NevJ 
Year Eve, the birthday of the deity, the first and 15th days oflunad 
months, the temple is crowded with people of different age group. 
Worshipers bow on their knees and pray with devotion. 
Wong Tai Sin is a Taoist deity while Sik Sik Yuen is a branch! 
of Taoism that believes in the unity of the thoughts of three Chinesd 
religions: Toaism, Buddhism and Confucianism. Inside the templej 
complex, we can see several Taoism deities including Wong Tai 
Sin, the Buddha of the Lighted Lamp and Confucius. 
The majority of Hong Kong citizens were originally 
refugees from China. After they arrived here, they found it difficult 
to retain their cultural identity in a new and different environment 
They are no longer farmers or fishermen as before. They need to 
work in factories. They cannot live in farm houses. Mid-rise or 
high-rise housing flats become their home. They cannot have their 
own ancestor hall at home. It is possible that some of their mental 
and psychological satisfaction came from the return to traditional 
Chinese folk-religious practice as they had experienced it in the 
villages and towns of their native places through the worship of 
Wong Tai Sin. It helped them to feel more 'at home', more 
connected to their roots. 
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2.3, Social 
Hong Kong advocates and practices free trade. Its economy 
is nurtured by a government policy of minimum intervention. Its 
taxes are low and simple. The policy is very successful to build up 
the economy but the money put into social affair for low income 
families is not enough. Lack of social facilities is always a source of 
complaints by citizens. Most of nurseries, elderly centers, schools 
and other kinds of social facilities are funded and operated by 
religious and charity organizations. 
The location of Wong Tai Sin Temple is in a district of low 
income families. It was a squatter area before 1970s and many 
refugees from China chose to settle down in 1950s and 1960s.j 
Before 1960s, policies of educational, medical and soical welfard 
were not well established. Generally, the low income families iri 
Hong Kong did not have enough daily facilities from the] 
government at that time. The organization by the name ofl 
“Sik SikYuen", provided affiliated free medical service and thd. 
educational facilities to the elderly and the young. It reinforces th( 
believers' faith. A phrase, 'ask and it shall be granted’ refers to th( 
powers of the god, Wong Tai Sin. I think, the meaning of the phrast, 
‘ask and it shall be granted' is more than the supernatural powerj 
whichis the actual grant at that time. Residents in the district asked 
for free medical service and other daily needs. 
There are more than a million people in Hong Kong whose 
faith is in Buddhism and Taoism. The value-system of Chinese 
people basically follows the thoughts of Confucianism. 
Family is an important unit rather than individual. Although the 
modem society continues to influence people's mind, the basic 
belief has remained unchanged. 
Worshippers ask for help 
from God.'Ask and it shall 
be granted', refers to the 
powers of the god, Wong 
Tai Sin. 
1 , 
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2.4, Economical 
As most of industrial activities move back to Mainland China, 
HongKong becomes an international service center, and tourism 
becomes one of the major sourse of income of Hong Kong in 
recent years. 
After the hand-over ceremony, the attraction of HongKong 
reduces and so as the number of visitors. The Hong Kong Tourist 
Association and the Hong Kong Government are working together 
for a strategy and new attractions that would increase the number 
of tourists to visit Hong Kong. 
As Wong Tai Sin Temple is famous for its supernatural powei 
and the ritual activities of the worshippers, it attmcts large number 
of tourists. About three hundred visitors through travel agents visit 
the temple everyday. However, there is not any supporting facilities 
for the tourists. They will just stay for a while to take photo. If they 
want to stay longer, there is no place for them to relax, to eat ot tJ 
sit I 
Therefore, the development of cultural attraction as th 
expansion of Wong Tai Sin Temple is planned by th 
government. It will be associated with the recently complete 
Kowloon Wall City Park and Chi Lin Monastery to become 
major tourist attractions in that area. Kowloon Wall City Park is 
designed as a Chinese traditional style garden to recall the memory 
of the demolished Kowloon Wall City. The design of Chi Lin 
Monastery is based on Tang Dynasty architectural style. So these 
two places and Wong Tai Sin Temple will form a triangle of 
Chinese cultural tourist attractions in Kowloon 
Chi Lin Monastery, , ” ^ 
Kowloon Wall City Park 
and Wong Tai Sin Temple ; ; " 
will form a triangle ofChi- K 
nese cultural tourist at-
tractions in Kowloon. Lin Monasteiy 
Chi Lin Monastery 
Kowloon Wall City Park 
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3.1. Original Government Proposal 
Master plan of 
government proposal 
of Wong Tai Sin Tourist 
Cultural Attraction 
A tourist cultural attraction of Hong Kong is planned in the 
area which it will associated with the existing Wong Tai Sin Temple, 
a Taoism temple. The project will provide a further 
understanding of special "Hong Kong Chinese religious culture" 
to visitors through facilities provided. 
The Hong Kong government proposes the 
redevelopment of the eastern part of Upper Wong Tai Sin 
Estate and the clearance of the adjacent squatter area, 
approximately 32000 sq. m in size. The government suggests the 
following facilities: 
1) Tourist cultural attractions; 
It includes - museum, 
-tourist shops 
-possible expansion of the temple 
2) A hotel; 
3) Public garden; 
4) Government/ institution/ community (G/IC) facilities 
It includes -a town hall; 
-a public library. 
Development of 
¥ong Tai Sin 
Tourist Cultural 
Attraction 
Location Plan 1:10000 Site Plan 1:2500 
Development of Wong Tai Sin Tourist Cultural Attraction & Education Centre for Chinese Religions 
3. PROJECT BRIEF 
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3.2. Evaluation of the Original Proposal 
The original government proposal gives a preliminaiy outline 
of the future development of the tourist attractions. After further 
study of the proposal, the following evaluations are suggested to 
improve the project: 
1. Extend to south 
An area at the south of Wong Tai Sin Temple is originally planned 
for public housing. It falls inside the development in terms— 
of access to the temple and shape and topology of the land It is 
very logical that the site of this project should include the area in 
about 3500 sq. m. 
2. Re-arrange the layout 
The proposed master plan of the development is 
independent and do not have any linkage to the temple and the » 
surrounding facilities. The design is also not in harmony with 
the scale and the Chinese traditional style of the temple. 
3. Modify the facilities _ 
The proposed museum is intended to promote a better 
understanding of “Chinese religious culture" to the tourists and 
public. In promoting this understanding, an Education Centre 
for Chinese Religions is proposed. With the convenient 
transportation system, there is a suitable place for the centre. 
Visitors can also meditate for a few days in the facilities 
provided to understand more about the religious thoughts. 
Therefore, the original proposed hotel facility is suggested to 
modify to a meditation guesthouse. 
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3.2. Evaluation of the Original Proposal 
Site plan (1:3000) 
showing the site 
boundary and the 
suggested extended site 
Therefore, the development (55,000 sq. m) includes: 
Tourist cultural attractions (45,200 sq.m) 
1) Improvement of the Temple 
2) Education Centre for Chinese Religions 
3) Meditation Guest House 
4) Museum of Chinese Religions 
5) Tourist Shops 
6) Restaurants 
7) Public Landscape Garden 
8) Tour Bus Parking Area 
Governmeiit/iiistitutioii/community(G/IC) facilities (9800sq.m) 
9) Town hall 
10) Public library 
Thesis 97-98 : Programming Report P.21 
Development of Wong Tai Sin Tourist Cultural Attraction & Education Centre for Chinese Religions 
3.3. Scope of Work 
In this case, I am the project architect employed by the 
organization, Sik Sik Yuen (the owner ofWong Tai Sin Temple), 
to design the research centre and the guest house, and the master 
plan of the tourist cultural attraction area as the alternative to the 
government's proposal. 
Since the government's proposal is still in a prelimilary stage, 
it is possible to search a better proposal of the tourist cultural 
attraction area. The board of directors of Sik Sik Yuen hopes that 
the new development will have a better integration with the temple. 
Therefore, the organization employs me to propose an alternative 
master plan of the new development to the government. 
Therefore, the project focuses on : 
1) the master plan of the 45,200 sq.m site that includes Wong TaJ 
Sin Temple (19,500 sq. m) and the new tourist cultural attraction^ 
area (25,700 sq.m); 1 
2) the design of the Education Centre for Chinese Religions insidd 
the tourist cultural attractions area; I 
3) the improvement ofthe conditions of existing temple to fulfill the 
needs of a tourist attraction area. 
4) the integration of the development area into the Wong Tai Sin 
Temple in terms of urban design aspects that include linkages to the 
surroundings. 
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SITE ANALYSIS 
4.1. General Information 
Site Photo 
Photo A 
Wong Tai Sin Temple is located at the northern part of 
Kowloon and standing on the south slope of the soaring Lion Rock. 
The temple faces south towards a heavy loaded highway. 20-
stories high public housing blocks at the other three sides. As in the 
government proposal stated, the eastern part of upper Wong Tai 
Sin Estate will be demolished and will be developed into tourist 
cultural attractions. The site is at the east of the temple and has 
about 32000 sq.m. j 
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4.2. Issues of the Site 
1. General - The dense concentration of pedestrians and 
insufficient pavement widths, together with loading and 
unloading of vehicles at kerb side, and high traffic volumes, all 
combine to create congestion and a generally poor 
environment for residents and pedestrians. 
2. Hidden landmark - The urban form is dominated by dense 
public housing blocks which are often of imiform design. The 
characters of Wong Tai Sin Temple as a visual landmark 
and community focal points are lost. There is a lack o^ 
coherent architectural forms and visual appearances 
between the temple and public housing block. 
3. Topography of the site _ The elevation at north is higher than 
that at south at about 1 Om. The west part of the site that is the[ 
temple is on a gentle slope down to the south. The east part oi 
the site that is the existing housing block is on a flat land with 
high wall at north. 
Site Section 
’’ -
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4.2. Issues of the Site 
4. Highway at south - Major inter-urban transport corridors 
dominate the cityscape. The site is exposed to noise and air 
pollution from heavy traffic along Limg Cheung Road. It also 
makes pedestrian mobility difficult and unpleasant. The main 
pedestrian pathway crossing the road is through MTR station. 
5. Pedestrian access to site - Most of visitors go to the temple 
by MTR and also most of residents travel by MTR. So the mairu 
access to the site is from exits of MTR station to the temple and 
to the adjoining housing estates. At present a pedestrian walk-
way cut through the site into two parts. I 
6. Vehicular access to site - The traffic of the highway at soutW 
is separated from the local traffic of the site. Vehicles arrivd 
from the road at north and north-east comer. 1 
jgg^S B TEHPt^ l A 
—— ttTfj 
Diagram of Pedestrian 
and Vehicular Circulation 
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5. CLIENT PROFILE 
5.1. Project Finance 
5.1.1. Education Centre and Guest House 
The education centre and guest house are not the educational 
or social welfare items of Hong Kong Government. It is not 
possible to apply grant from government like the schools or elderly 
centre organized by Sik Sik Yuen. In fact, it is one of the focal p o i n t s 
of the tourist cultural attraction. It is possible to obtain financial— 
support from government through Hong Kong Tourist Association^ 
and also to obtain the "granted land” for development. The remained 
expenditure of the construction is from private fimd through Sik S i k H 
Yuen and Hong Kong Taoist Association. 
The facilities are operated and managed by Sik Sik Y u e n . 9 
The running cost, daily service charge and maintainance cost of the 
facilities are pay by the revenue from the guest house. Deducted th( 
income tax and land revenue to government, the remained incom‘ 
will put into a Research Foundation. 
5.1.2. Other Facilities in Tourist Cultural Attraction 
The other facilities in the Tourist Cultural Attraction are 
developed by Urban Council like Hong Kong Park or Kowloon 
Park. The construction cost of the museum, tourist shops, 
restaurants, tour bus parking and landscape garden is completely 
pay by Urban Council 
The facilities are also operated and managed by Urban Council. 
The running cost, daily service charge and maintainance cost of the 
facilities are pay by government. The revenue from the rental shops 
and restaurants will put to the account of the Council 
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5.2. Organizational Analysis 
The client of the project is Sik Sik Yuen which is a religious 
and charity organization. It provides affiliated free medical 
service and the educational facilities to the elderly and the young. 
The administration system of Sik Sik Yuen is organized as a 
charily organization in Hong Kong. The financial support relies on 
private flmdingand government grant. It is managed by a board 
of directors which members include government officers, 
representative of other charity groups and Taoist priests. 
From the speech of Chairman of Sik Sik Yuen, Mr. Wong 
Wan Tin, we can briefly understand this organization. He said, 
“With just good faith, one can act to love oneself and eveA 
one another to sow the seeds of gracefulness’ and eventually 
to harvest and share. The organization as it is now, no longen 
advocates the search for a panacea to relieve bodily suffering^ 
and to overcome mortality, but strive to uphold the nobl^ 
doctrines of the three religions. ” 
The client of this project 
is Sik Sik Yuen which is a 
religious and charity 
organization. It provides 
affiliated free medical 
service and the 
educational facilities to 
the elderly and the 
young. 
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6. CONCLUSION ANALYSIS OF EXISTING STATE 
After the research in the existing state, there are some very 
important issues or constraints that should be considered and can 
become the opportunities of the design. 
1. Wong Tai Sin Temple, as a religious and a cultural institution, is 
a powerful symbol that enhances a strong Chinese cultural identity 
for its worshippers and public alike. Even within the densed 
urban setting the temple has become an important and a well 
known tourist attraction. Therefore, the design of the 
development should reflect the importance ofthe temple and b e ™ 
coherent with the temple complex. 
2. MTR is the major transportation system canying visitors to the 
site. A better connection of MTR station and the temple can 
benefit the tourist attraction area. It is possible to start the 
journey of Chinese religious culture from the Wong Tai SinMTR 
station itself 
3. Connected to the MTR station is a pedestrian pathway tha 
cuts through the site and provides access to the housing estates' 
along the northern edge. The accessibility should be 
maintained to provide convenient passage for the residents. 
This pathway should be coherent with the overall designand 
should not interfere the activities of the tourists. 
4. The location of the site is in a high density urban district The air 
and noise pollution from the nearby highway may disturb the 
meditation and other activities that need a quiet environment. 
The position and the design of the quiet activities should 
considered in terms of the impacts of the disturbance from 
outside. The articulation of public/ private spaces is critical to 
the development. In the development and planning stages, it is 
necessary to understand this transition so that public access and 
noisy activities can be better maintained in public spaces to 
allow private spaces for meditation and other quiet activities. 
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7. MISSION STATEMENT 
The mission of the project is to preserve and integrate Wong 
Tai Sin Temple architecturally, religiously and spatially into the over-
all development of tourist attraction area. The over all design should 
allow users and visitors to experience the emotional and inspiring 
ambience of the Chinese religious culture. 
In the project, the design will focus on the Education Centre 
of Chinese Religions and the meditation guesthouse. The design 
of the buildings should provide an educative and a meditative 
environment in which the noble doctrine of the religion can bel 
studied and explored. f 
8. ISSUES AND GOALS [ 
Image -
The design should clearly articulate traditional Chinese 
architecture and Chinese culture within the context of Hong Kona 
contemporary society. 
The temple should express an inspiring image to the visitors 
when they just arrive at the entrance of the site. 
Ambience -
The design should capture the emotional and inspiring aspects 
of Chinese religious rituals and culture. 
Legibility-
The design should allow the visitors to realize the transition 
of public and private spaces; from noisy areas to quiet environment; 
and from commercial tourist facilities to sacred ritual places. 
Interaction 
The facilities should promote interaction among 
worshippers, Taoist priests and visitors while ensuring the privacy 
of tourist priests and followers in their study. 
Circulation-
The design of circulation system should based on 
traditional Chinese concept of sequences of approach that would 
provide exciting and inspiring experiences for the users. 
The original pedestrian pathway cut through the site should 
be maintained to provide convenient access to MTR station for the 
residents. 
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9. PERFORMANCE REQUIREMENTS (PR) AND 
DIAGRAM OF IDEAS 
Image: 
The design should clearly articulate traditional Chinese architecture 
and Chinese culture within the context of Hong Kong contempo-
rary society. 
PR: The temple should be at the highest hierachy of the whole 
development. 
PR: The design should express the idea of "unity of human and 
nature". 
rrtrtTr^rrrt^ 
PR: The design should have symbolic meanings of Taoism 
philosophy. 
Thesis 97-98 : Programming Report P. 10 
Development of Wong Tai Sin Tourist Cultural Attraction & Education Center for Chinese Religions 
9. PERFORMANCE REQUIREMENTS (PR) AND 
DIAGRAM OF IDEAS 
Image: 
The temple should express an inspiring image to the visitors when 
they just arrive at the entrance of the site. 
PR: When visitors just arrive at the entrance, the image of the 
temple should attract their viewpoint. 
Ambience: 
The design should capture the emotional and inspiring aspects of 
Chinese religious rituals and culture. 
)R: The spaces should be arranged in an impiring ambience. 
PR: The lighting system should be provided in an emotional and 
inspiring way. 
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9. PERFORMANCE REQUIREMENTS (PR) AND 
DIAGRAM OF IDEAS 
Legibility: 
The design should allow the visitors to realize the transition of 
public and private spaces; from noisy areas to quiet environment; 
and from commercial tourist facilities to sacred ritual places. 
PR The site should divided into 3 zones: public, semi-public and 
private; in order to create interesting sequence of spaces and 
layering of views. 
Interaction: 
The facilities should promote interaction among worshippers, 
Taoist priests and visitors while ensuring the privacy of tourist priests 
and followers in their study. 
PR The building should have central commimal activity spaces to 
encourage interaction betwen worshippers andTaoism priests. 
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Circulation: 
The original pedestrian pathway cut through the site should be main-
tained to provide convenient access to MTR station for the resi-
dents. 
PR: The original pedestrian pathway cut through the site should be 
changed to a public open space to allow pedestrian flow but not 
to disturb the site. 
fj ^psismsi^.^^ 
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U^tf d -bfi. 
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9. PERFORMANCE REQUIREMENTS (PR) AND 
DIAGRAM OF IDEAS 
Circulation: 
The design of circulation system should based on traditional 
Chinese concept of sequences of approach that would provide 
exciting and inspiring experiences for the users. 
PR All circulation system should be pleasant and visually 
stimulating. 
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10. SUMMARIES 
Education Centre 
10.1 Schedule of Accomodation 
Reference Library 600 sq. m 1 600 sq. m 
Conference Room 50 sq. m 6 300 sq. m 
Classroom 80 sq. m 10 800 sq. m 
Workshop 100 sq.m 3 300 sq. m 
Lecture Theater 300 sq. m 1 300 sq. m 
ExhibitionRoom 400 sq. m 1 400 sq. m 
Reception Area 100 sq.m 1 100 sq.m 
General Office 100 sq.m 1 100 sq.m 
Scholars' Office 20 sq. m 20 400 sq, m 
3300 SQ. m 
Circulation - 15% extra 495 sq. m 
Services/Storage - 20% extra 660 sq. m 
Landscape Garden 1000sq‘ m 
- 1000 sq.m 









30 sq. m 20 600 sq. m 
18 sq.m 20 360 sq, m 
40 sq. m 20 800 sq. m 
24 sq. m 20 480 sq. m 
2240 SQ. m 
- 50% extra 700 sq. m 
- 15% extra 210 sq.m 
- 20% extra 280 sq. m 
1000 sq.m 
- 1000 sq. m 
Total 
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10.1 Schedule of Acomodation 
Other Facilities of 
Tourist Cultural 
Attraction 
Museum 1) Exhibition of 
Chinese Religious 
Culture; 
2) Exhibition of 
histoiyofWongTai 
Sin Temple 
400 - 500 persons 
per day 
3000 sq. m 
Tourist Shops l)Toimst Information 1000 -2000 
Restaurants 
Enquiiy 
2) Retail of souvenir 
3) Retail of ritual 
tools and objects 
1) Ritual Vegetarian 
Food 
2) Chinese Food 
persons per day 
in normal day 
4000 - 5000 
persons per day 
in festival 
1000-2000 
persons per day 
in normal day 
4000 - 5000 
persons per day 
in festival 
1000 sq. m 
600 sq. m 
Parking Area 1) Tour Bus Parking 12 tour bus parking 3000 sq. m 
2) Private Car 50 private car 
Paiidng parking 
Landscape Garden Public Park 1000 • 2000 
persons per day 
in normal day 
4000 - 5000 
persons per day 
in festival 
up to 50000 persons 
per day in Chinese 
New Year 
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,pe of Facilities Type of Activities Capacity Area 
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Precedent Studies (Case One): 
Project: Water Temple 
Location: Hyogo, Japan 
Architect: Tado Ando 
Program: 
A temple of the Shingon sect (Buddhist Temple) - Main Hall and' 
Meeting Spaces. The site area is 2990 sq. m and construction flooij 
area 859 sq. m. 
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Precedent Studies (Case One): 
The new main hall was built on a site behind the existing 
compound, on a hill that commands a panoramic view of Osaka 
Bay. 
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Precedent Studies (Case One): 
Symbolic Meaning: 
1) Lotus Pond 
Instead of the massive roof symbolic of Buddhist temples of the 
past, living lotus plants are another symbol of Buddha. In 
approaching the hall, one is drawn below the surface of a pond 
filled with green lotus. The oval man-made pond, 40 meters long 
and 30 meters wide, is on top of the hill and the main hall is 
located underground, beneath the pond. The hall is a square room | 
inscribed in a round room. 
2) Light and Shadow 
Having ascend a path of white sand to the top of the hill, one I 
comes to a long, blank wall. Behind one is the blue expanse of the 
sea. The elements are these: the path to the sacred, ocean, sky, 
white sand, deflecting wall and oval lotus pond. Descending the 
stairs into the middle of the pond, one arrives at the main hall. The 
western sun shines into this room of vermilion walls and suffuses it 
in a reddish glow. The pillars cast shadows diagonally across the 
floor. One experiences not only the contrast of light and shadow 
but a space that transcends the everyday. 
View of the sanctuary 
from the nave of the main 
hall. 
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FloorPlan (1:1000) 
Program: 
The M A (Institut du Monde Arabe) is a cultural center comprising 
a museum and spaces for temporary exhibitions, a library, a docu-
mentation center, an auditorium for shows and conferences, a res-
taurant, and children's workshops. The construction floor area is 
25.263 sa. m. 
Boor pfanvs/Pimn. 
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APPENDIX I 
Precedent Studies (Case Two): 
Project: Institut du Monde Arabe 
Location: Paris, France 
Architect: JeanNouvel I 
f. 
Diagram showing the 
generating lines of the 
plan: the curve 
completesthe building 
line while the slot is 
aligned with Norte Dame 
Urban Issue: 
The site is located on the fringe between the traditional Parisian 
urban fabric (the faubourg Saint-Germainand) and the 
contemporary loose-weave of the University of Jussieu. 
The urban question is elegantly resolved by a building that follows 
the curve of the Seine side motor route and holds to traditional sizes;, 
the body of the building, through turned towards the neighborin ^  
university, is set apart from it by a wide paved square; a deep rift culj 
in the axis of Notre Dame's cheviot opens onto a square patio; the 
western extremity presents itself as a while cylindrical volume (the 
book tower) set behind a transparent facade. 
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Precedent Studies (Case Two); 
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Precedent Studies (Case Two): 
Concept: 
As a showcase for Arab world culture in Paris, the Institute's 
architecture had to take into account complex dialectical relations: 
1) link and distinguish Arab and Western cultures. 
2) deal with notions of history and modernity. 
3) ideas of interior and opening. 
Solutions: 
The MA uses concrete structure, glazed facade and aluminum trim 
covering structural parts. At the same time the building highlights 
archetypal elements of traditional Arab architecture: interior, thd 
treatment of light by means of frames and filters, and the overlayind 
of grids. The south facade is the best example of this dual 
allegiance, reinterpreting as it does a series of geometric figures 
commonly used in Arab culture in the contemporaiy form of mobile 
diaphragms very much like those of a camera. The IMA is alsd 
noteworthy for spatial play linked to dilation and constriction, a^  
hypostyle room reminiscent of the great mosques, and a keen sensd 
of the use of reflections, refraction and back lighting effects which 
give the place the Arab feeling. 
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APPENDIX 
Precedent Studies (Case Three): 
Project: Meiji Jingu Shrine, Kagura-den 
Location: Shibuya-ward, Tokyo Japan 
Architect: Yositika Utida + ALSED 
Program: 
A Shinto shrine for 800 worshippers in site area 738,760 sq.m andf 
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Precedent Studies (Case Three): 
Concept: 
In the project, the aim was “to perserve the woods which are both 
a sacred domain and a valuable natural resource created through 
human effort in the city" and “to avoid marring in any way the 
orderly composition of the Main Shrine, a representative work of 
modem Shinto architecture". 
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Precedent Studies (Case Three): 
Concept: 
Care was taken so as not to make the roof of the building higher 
than the Main Hall. Within the enclosure, the Kagura-den was 
located on the first floor and various related rooms were placed in 
the basement so as to avoid affecting the view or the woods. The 
intention was to flise traditional architecture and modem 
architecture. The first-floor roof is a large frame created from a 
special space truss, and “a traditional wood-construction, 
Kagura-den was built inside the fireproof-construction envelope. 
Thesis 97-98 : Programming Report P. 10 
APPENDIX I 
Precedent Studies (Case Four): 
Project: Kaze-No-Oka Crematorium 
Location: Nakatsu-city, Oita, Japan 
Architect: Maki and Associates 
Program: I 
A funeral hall and five crematoriumfor 70,000 population in sitJ 
area 33316 sq. m and construction floor area 2259 sq. m. 
m 
V 
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Precedent Studies (Case Four): 
Concept: 
The site is in a suburban area of hills that stretch inland toward the 
mountains of Kyushu. New hills that are continuous with those 
mountains were created on the south side of the site and the 
architecture was blended into the landscape. The crematorium and 
the funeral hall are linked by the waiting area, which is shared by the 
facilities. The process of parting is endowed with moments of 
transition and a natural flow by elements such as a forecourt, a 
corridor and a court with a pond. The spatial proportions and th( 
carefully introduced light create quiet places for each action. 
Thesis 97-98 : Programming Report P. 10 
_ i 
Development of Wong Tai Sin Tourist Cultural Attraction & Education Center for Chinese Religions 
APPENDIX n 
Bibliography 
1) Lang, Graeme. The rise of a refugee god: Hong Kong's Wong 
Tai Sin. Hong Kong: New York: Oxford University, 1993. 
2) Chang, Chao-Kang. China: Tao in Architecture. Basel: 
Birkhauser Verlag: Boston: Birkhauser, c 1987. 
3) Lung, David Ping-Yee. Heaven, earth and man: concepts and 
process of Chinese architecture and city planning. Arm Arbor. 
Mch.: University Microfilms International, 1983. 
4) Tsui, Bartholomew P.M.. Taoist tradition and change: the story 
of the Complete Perfection Sect in Hong Kong. Christian Study 
Centre on Chinese Religion and Culture Hong Kong 1991. 
5) Berglimd, Lars. The secret of Luo Shu: Numerology in 
Chinese art and architecture. Trvckbiten AB, Sodra Sandby, 
Sweden 1990. 
6) Lip, Evelyn. Feng Shui: Environments of power: A study of ‘ 
Chinese architecture. Academy Editions. 
7) Fujiki, Takao. Religious Facilities: New concepts in 
architecture and design. Meisei Publications. 
8) Editorial. Landscapes in the spirit of Zen: a collection of the 
work of Shunmvo Masimo. Process: Architecture, special issue 7. 
Process architecture Co.,Ltd. 
9) Lu, Kuan Yu. Taoist Yoga: alchemy and immortality. New 
York: Samurl Weiser Inc. 
10) Chamberlain, Jonathan. Chinese Gods. Long Island Publish-
ers, Hong Kong, 1983 
11) Lagerwey, John. Taoist ritual in Chinese society and history. 
New York: Macmillan, c 1987 
12) Dean, Kenneth. Taoist ritual and popular cults of Southeast 
China. Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press, c 1993 
Thesis 97-98 : Programming Report P. 10 
Development of Wong Tai Sin Tourist Cultural Attraction & Education Center for Chinese Religions 
Bibliography 
13) Chan, Wai Keung. Survey on the demand for community-
building activities in Wong Tai Sin. HongKong: Dept of Sociol-
ogy, Hong Kong Baptist College. 
14) Editorial. Getting to know: Wong Tai Sin District & Wong 
Tai Sin District Board. The finance and general affairs committee, 
Wong Tai Sin District Board. 
15) Editorial. Wong Tai Sin District Board Annual Report 1996. I 
The finance and general affairs committee, Wong Tai Sin District g f l 
Board. 
16) Central and East Kowloon Development Statement 1997. E 
Planning Department, Government of Hong Kong. 
17) Editorial. The70th Anniversary of Sik Sik Yuen. Editorial 
Board, Sik Sik Yuen. 
18) Lee, W. W.. Cathay's idea: design theory of Chinese ™ 
classical architecture. Wideangle Press 
19) Editorial. Ancient temples in Beijing. Beijing: China 
Esperanto Press 
20；沙銘壽‘洞天福地：道教官觀勝境，成都： 
四 川 人 民 出 版 社 ， 1 9 9 4 















Overdue Fines nn Th—! 
HKSl.OO per hour 






— _ _ 
CUHK L i b r a r i e s 
